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" Acting Chief, Economic Research 27 October 1958

THRU : (hief, Analysis Pivision

Chief, USSR Branch

. - 25X1X6
Informel Review of Rugsian Statistical Volumes Presented -'ba-

25X1X6

1. Three of the four volumes given to us for review concerned information
more relevsent to the interest of Trade and Finance Branch than to ourselves.
Therefore Forel Trade of the USSR with Soeialist Countries; Foreign Trade
: Suntries of Asia, Africs, and latin America; and

orelen | FThe USSR wiih Caplialist Countries were reviewed by 8/TF
TEiTe we reviewed Economic Position of the Cacitaliat Countries in 1956.
of 8/ cate T they have previocusly revieved the first
and third of the shove volumes for Herbert Block of the State Department
for subsegquent transmitial to The comments prepsred by 8/TF
are contained in the attachment To B memncrandui. 25X1X6

2. . Economic Position of the Cap
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italist Countries in 1956 ¢

USSR Kintstry of Foreign Trade. Btructurally the book is divided into
chapters dealing with sconomic sectors with emphasis on industrial production,
sgrieulture, amd foreign trade. Each chapter is subdivided intc discussions
by ecountry, Pocused on the US, Western Burope, Canada, and Jspan. Most of
the volume is & reasonsbly ob jective presentation of facts gleaned from U
publications and official nationsl periodicsle. The supmary and introductory
sections are propagandistic in eim and present the usual dogma concerning the
malfunetioning of capitalist economic systems. The prineipal propagands
themes are inflation, disproportions in eapltalist economies, internsl and
externsl competition for markets, and interpretation of capital investment

as an effort to decresse costs and increase profits. Wo attempt is made to
dysw Bsst-West comparisons.
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1. We heve briefly reviewad the sbove bodks, sll of whieh were
published by the SelentifieTechnichl Marketing Institute of the
Ministry of Foreign Trade, USSR, Only the first two, regarding Boviet
trede vith Free World underdeveloped sountries snd with the Bloe,
respectively, sre of mny intsliigence interest. All three bocks follow
the same format: o preface, dsscribing Soviet trade with the particular
ares as a vhole, is followed by individual “ecountyry” chepters, in which
the history of Soviet trade with sach important country in the arves is
dealt with in detail.

Q- . Soviet Yovelgs Trads vith Socialisy Countries: fontsins some
hitherto w&ﬂaheﬁ Boviet data on its trede vith Bloc eountries in
1950, including trade bslances. In addition; the lstest uvailable
APpears - ou-Pv—17. Both the preface and the country chepters, while
offering no new clues to Boviet sconcmic poliey in the Blea, eontain
detalled information on Sovist commodity trade.

) W (1.958) #’lald: no nev informetion regarding Soviet youeioa
or motivetions in the underdeveloped countries, slthough in the preface
s brief swmmary of Soviet economie relations with these areas places the
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surrent trade offensive in historical perspective. The country
chepters for such sreas as Afghanisten, which does not regularly
publish its trede statistics, provide imteresting details on Soviet
trade belances and on the commpdity composition of Soviet trade with
these AYERS. 7

A Sgytet Forelen Trade vith Capltallsy Countries (1957), Appenrs
to be of littls or no intelligence valus. In the lh-page preface,

Soviet trede with these countries is discussed in the usual Soviet
terms, and the eountry ehepters disclose no significant trade dats
which are not already known from other sources.
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